News Story Evaluation Rubric

	
	Investigative Reporter or Editor
Exemplary - 4
	Seasoned Reporter
Accomplished - 3
	Rookie Reporter
Developing - 2
	News Room 

Errand Runner
Beginning - 1

	Headline

	· Fits the article and invites the reader in 

· Creative/catchy 
· Bank/Deck briefly summarizes and adds to headline.
	· Appropriate to the article, but may be too specific, general, or less creative/catchy.
· Bank/Deck briefly summarizes and adds to the headline.
	· Adequate but not creative/catchy 

	· Has little connection to the article, or

·  No headline given

	Lead 

and 

Nut Graph

	· Immediately intrigues readers to continue reading
· Briefly addresses important W’s of Reporter’s Formula (esp, what/who did the action) 
· Nut graph addresses the point of the story and why it affects the reader.
	· Captures reader’s attention.

· Briefly addresses important W’s of Reporter’s Formula

· Nut graph is present but unclear
	· Is dull and un-engaging

· Wordy or too long
· Missing some of the important Ws of Reporter’s Formula making it unclear

· No nut graph present
	· No lead is present.

	Inverted Pyramid Body Structure
	· 5 W’s of Reporter’s Formula present 
· Facts/Details directly related to Nut Graph are clearly from most important  to least important in an easy-to-follow order.
	· 5 W’s of Reporter’s Formula present
· Facts/Details clearly ordered from most important to least important.in an easy-to-follow order.
	· Some of the 5 W’s of Reporter’s Formula present
· Important facts/details toward the end of the article and/or unclear order.
	· Facts/Details unclearly related to the story and/or in a difficult to follow order.

	Ending
	· Gives the reader a sense of closure to the article
· Creatively ties in to the lead
	· Gives the reader a sense of closure to the article

	· Ending is loosely connected and/or restates other facts/details within the article.
	· No ending given.

	Sources

	· Evidence of reporter trying to get as many sources to present all points of view
· All sources clearly identified

· Information is accurate and properly attributed to source
	· Evidence of reporter trying to get sources to present  major points of view
· Sources identified

· Information is accurate and mostly attributed to source.
	· Two or fewer sources are used
· Sources missing or improperly/unclearly identified
· Most information is accurate, but may not be as thorough (missing key elements or too general of information)
	· One or fewer sources used
· Sources improperly identified or unidentified
· Inaccurate, unclear information with no attribution to source

	Quotes

	· Strong evidence of thorough research and interviewing including good follow-up questions
· Quotes not taken out of context and clearly conveys what the speaker meant.
· “Story-telling” quotes that cover a broad range within the topic move the story along and are  directly related and interesting  to point of the story.

· Effective use of quote transitions
	· Most quotes show evidence of research and interviewing
· Quotes not taken out of context and conveys what the speaker meant.

· Quotes move the story along and are  related and interesting to the point of the story
	· One quote shows evidence of interviewing, but do not help move or clarify the point of the story.
·  Unclear context makes quote vague or not connected to what the speaker meant
	· Quotes are short, weak, ineffective, or missing; no evidence of research or follow-up questioning

	Clarity of Focus/
Unity
	· Clear story focus with no detractors 
· Everything contributes to the overall angle 

· Statistics/Numbers,are compared to something familiar enhancing the overall clarity of the message.
	· Fairly clear focus
· Minor detractors that may steer away from the primary angle

· Statistics/Numbers are clear to the reader and related to the overall message.
	· Story lacks strong sense of unity and clear focus
· Several areas seem to detract from the overall message or image.

· Statistics unrelated or unclear 
	· No clear angle
· Story is rambling and awkward

	Interestingand
Effective Writing Style
	· Strong, effective, tightly-written; nothing unconnected or extra.
· Clear, original journalistic voice  unique to writer
· Variety of sentence patterns and  length within short paragraphs brings flow to writing
· Active voice

	· Well-written, clear writing with a few minor “extras”
· Clear voice, but lacks originality unique to writer
· Some variety of sentence patterns and length in mostly short paragraphs
· Active voice
	· Unclear or bland writing lacks writer voice
· Wordy, repetitive 
· Lack of variety of sentence patterns and length 
· No paragraphing

· Some passive voice
	· Writing lacks a clear voice and original style
· Lack of variety of sentence patterns and length

· Passive voice

	Specificity/

Word Choice
	· Conscious effort to make word choice clear, creative, concise, and accurate when describing the message or image of people, objects,events (precise nouns), and actions (vivid verbs)
(“old car” = “1968 Ford Mustang” or “blowing” = “billowing”)
	· Word choice is clear and accurate when describing the message or image of  people, objects, events (precise nouns), and actions (vivid verbs)

	· Unobservable effort in choosing words to clearly describe people, objects, and events.

· Message could be better conveyed with fewer, clearer nouns and verbs.
	· Rambling and/or incorrect word choice detracts from or changes overall meaning.

	Mechanics
	· Spelling is correct
· Correct capitalization for sentence beginnings, proper nouns, and quotes.

· Punctuated correctly, especially with individual skill goals
	· Spelling is generally accurate

· Correct capitalization for sentence beginnings and proper nouns

· Mostly correct punctuation of quotes and individual skill goals
	· Spelling, capitalization, and/or punctuation errors somewhat interfere with understanding

	· Spelling errors interfere with understanding

· Insufficient or lack of punctuation

· Incorrect use of capital letters


