Name __________________

                        Mentor Texts – How are they Built?
                          Genre:  Current Events News Story[image: image1.wmf]
Essential Questions:
1. How can I read, analyze, and interpret news articles to through the eyes of a writer/journalist so that I can ethically make my own thoughtful writing decisions to clearly compel an audience with lasting impressions?
2. Why do journalists organize their news stories in an inverted pyramid structure?  

3. What tools/vocabulary/processes do journalists need to clearly and thoughtfully create meaning for an audience?

Directions:

1. Carefully read the following news articles two times.  One for the big idea and one for details.  Make notes to help you understand the content

2. Using the chart below, analyze and look for things you notice about the elements and structure.  Record all of your findings in the chart below.  (You may have more than one observation for each box).
a.  Assigned Article:  ______________________________________(title)   The Dallas Morning News
b. Your own article choice:  ________________________ (title) _______________________ (source)

      Before analyzing the article you choose, get your teacher’s approval.  

3.  Meet with a partner who read a different article from you.  Share the results from each other’s articles.  Together, look for patterns and create rules/generalizations about the elements and structure of a news article.


                        Assigned Article         Your Article 
    Classmate’s Article         Rule/Generalization

	What do you notice about the headline/title?


	
	
	
	

	How many sentences are in the first paragraph/lead?
	
	
	
	

	How many words are in the first sentence?
	
	
	
	

	About how many total words are in the article?  (Estimate or copy and paste intoWord to get a count.)
	
	
	
	

	Which of the 5 Ws is located in the first paragraph/lead? 


	
	
	
	

	How does the writer attempt to grab the readers’ attention with a hook in the first paragraph/lead? 


	
	
	
	

	Are there any supporting features included?

(i.e. pictures, charts, graphs, tables)  
	
	
	
	

	Where are the most important facts/details located?


	
	
	
	

	Where are the least important facts/details located?


	
	
	
	

	What do you notice about the language used in the piece? (Simple/complex sentences, active/passive voice, catchy/powerful verbs, technical vocabulary is explained, metaphors/similes, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Does the piece include quotes/dialogue? Are they direct, indirect, or partial quotes?

	
	
	
	

	Does the piece include statistics?
	
	
	
	

	Is there evidence of the writer’s “voice” or is it just mechanical and straight forward?


	
	
	
	

	Does the writer include his/her own opinion on the events/ideas being covered?


	
	
	
	

	How is the piece organized? (Chronological order, cause and effect, sequential)  Is the word “next” used?  How often?

	
	
	
	

	Does the piece have a conclusion? What purpose does it serve?

	
	
	
	

	Do the paragraphs flow one to the other?  Transition words are used (meanwhile, in addition, however, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	What is the point of this article?  (Nut graf)  Where in the article is this mentioned?
	
	
	
	

	How many different viewpoints are included?  Any opposing views?  
	
	
	
	

	Which news values are addressed?


	
	
	
	

	Do the ABCs of news writing apply?  Accurate?  Brief?  Clear?
	
	
	
	

	One Word Summary – In one word write what the article is about.  
	
	
	
	


1.  What are the major structural qualities of this genre?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  Why do you think this genre structured in this way?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  How can you use what you learned to help you become a better writer?

______________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________
