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Elements of a News Article

Essential Questions:
1. How can I read, analyze, and interpret news articles to through the eyes of a writer/journalist so that I can ethically make my own thoughtful writing decisions to clearly compel an audience with lasting impressions?

2. Why do journalists organize their news stories in an inverted pyramid structure?  

3. What tools/vocabulary/processes do journalists need to clearly and thoughtfully create meaning for an audience?

Title of the article: ___________________________________________ Date: ____________

Newspaper/Online Source: ____________________________________
Comprehensiveness of Information
1.  The 5 "W's" and "H"

Who? _______________________________________________________________________
What? _______________________________________________________________________
Where? ______________________________________________________________________
When? ______________________________________________________________________
Why? _______________________________________________________________________
How? _______________________________________________________________________
Were all the 5 "W's" and "H" answered? _______________________
2.  Of all the 5 "W's" and "H", star the one you think is the most important?  Tell why.
______________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________

Newsworthiness
1.  Timeliness:  When did the event take place?  ______________________________________
2.  Proximity:  Is the subject international, national or local?   ___________________________  Where, specifically?  ___________________________________________________________

3. Conflict and Controversy:  Are there two or more opposing sides to the same issue?  Are they both equally addressed?  

______________________________________________________________________________________
4. Human Interest:  Who are the stakeholders? (What audience(s) would connect with this article?)  Does this generally affect many people or a narrow group?  Which audience would be impacted the most?  ______________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Relevance:  Is this good news to share with the public? Why or why not?
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Reliability of Sources
1.  Is there an author's name? (If so, write it) _________________________________________
2.  Who are the sources in the article itself? (Examples: lawyer, doctor, neighbor, 
police officer, expert of a given discipline)
___________________________________________
3.  Are these sources credible and reliable?  How do you know?   Explain.
______________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Reaction

What do you think of this article? (give at least three sentences)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
